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Brian examining a trench at Cabus, September 2021 
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We sadly have to report the recent death of our Wyre Archaeology 
Chairperson, Brian Rigby. 
 

Long-term WA members will remember Brian, 
who joined us in 2009 and became an 
enthusiastic digger, ably assisted by his ‘super 
trowel’ - a fairly large gardener’s tool rather than 
the standard 4.5 inch archaeologist’s trowel. 

 
 

 
Brian’s archaeological campaign honours include 
Frank’s Roman Garden in Kirkham, Bourne Hill, 
Hollowforth Mill and the Roman road digs at 
Slyne, Bowgreave, Bilsborrow, Matshead and, 
most recently, Cabus.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Brian’s greatest ambition in archaeological terms 
was to prove that the final great Battle of 
Brunanburh fought by King Æthelstan against a 
coalition of Hiberno-Norse, Strathclyde British 
and Scots in 937AD actually took place close to 
Brindle near Chorley. Local tradition and a 
stained-glass window in the 
village’s Cavendish Arms pub 
support this theory. He was 
working on a talk to be given on 
the subject at Garstang 
Historical Society in 2022.   
 
Brian’s loyalty, enthuiasm and commitment to 
Wyre Archaeology led him to become 
Chairperson in April 2017.  
 
His quiet, dignified manner will be sorely missed 
by all.   
 
 

Stay in touch! If you have an interesting topic you’d like to share 

or a question just get in touch and we’ll publish or try to answer. 

Above: Brian and ‘Supertrowel’ in action at Hollowforth Mill, 
May 2017.  
Below: More action; Brian adding to the spoil heap. 
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WEBSITES WORTH VISITING  
Lancashire’s Roman Roads (David Ratledge): www.twithr.co.uk 
Roman Roads Research Association: http://www.romanroads.org 
Lancashire Archaeological Society: https://lancsarchaeologicalsociety.wordpress.com 
Wigan Archaeology Society: www.wiganarchsoc.co.uk 
University of the 3

rd
 Age: https://u3asites.org.uk/lytham-st-annes, https://u3asites.org.uk/wyre-lancs, https://u3asites.org.uk/preston 

 

Membership Benefits: Full Membership: 10 meetings with voting rights, group membership of Council for British Archaeology and CBA(NW) and Lancashire 
Local History Federation, free training, participation in digs, basic kit loan, personal dig insurance, WA Newsletter, Wigan AS and Lancashire Local History 
Federation newsletters, Lancaster Uni’s Centre for Regional Studies circulars. (£12 individuals, £18 two family members at same address, full-time students up to 
age 21 free). Associate Members: newsletter and circulars as above (£5).      
 

All classes of paid membership in 2021 - £5 per person 

                                               
 
 
 
 

CONTACTS 
 
WEB     www.wyrearchaeology.org.uk 
 
EMAIL           secwya@gmail.com 
 
Facebook     www.facebook.com/groups/1091772967850657 

 
Please forward this newsletter to anyone you think may be interested. 

 

WYRE ARCHAEOLOGY OFFICERS & COMMITTEE 
                              
Acting Chair                            Dave Berry 
Immediate Past Chair           Chris Clayton 
Treasurer                                Simon Millward-Hopkins 
Secretary                                Dave Hampson 
Committee Members           Mike Edwards, Peter Scott, Helen Coulthard. 
                                                  Two Vacancies.                                                    
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